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1. WE FIND DEPARTMENT'S ARGUMENT AGAINST ASSISTING CEAO AT THIS 
TIME TO BE A BIT SHALLOW. OVER THE YEARS. AID ASSISTANCE HAS GONE 

TO OAU AND ECA; TO OAU AND OCAM; TO ENTENTE AND LIPTAKE-GOURMA; TO 
OMVS AND LIPTAKO-GOURMA. THUS, THERE IS PLENTY OF PRECEDENT FOR 
ASSISTING RIVAL OR COMPETING ORGANIZATIONS AT SAME TIME. WITH 
AID S HISTORY OF PROMOTING REGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION IN AFRICA, 

IT WOULD HARDLY BE NOTICED IF ASSISTANCE WERE GIVEN TO YET ONE MORE. 
NOTING PRECLUDES ASSISTANCE TO WAEC IF IT SO REQUESTS. 

2. IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, THE ARGUMENT WERE BASED ON DESIRE TO AVOID 
DUPLICATION OF PROJECTS, AS SUGGESTED OF CEREALS PRODUCTION AND MAR- 
KETING STUDY (REFTEL B, PARA 4), WE ARE FULLY IN AGREEMENT. 

3. MODEST ASSISTANCE TO USEFUL PROJECTS BY CEAO, WHICH DO NOT 
DUPLICATE PROJECTS BEING UNDERTAKEN BY OTHER REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, 
IS ENTIRELY CONSISTENT WITH WHAT WE UNDERSTAND TO BE U.S. OBJECTIVES 

IN AFRICA. FROM POINT OF VIEW OF OUR RELATIONS WITH IVORY COAST 
AND ITS FELLOW-MEMBERS OF CEAO, ASSISTANCE TO CEAO WOULD BE A NET 
PLUS. 

4. FROM THIS VANTAGE POINT, WE BELIIEVE THAT COMBINED CEAO/WAEC 

IS STILL A LONG WAY AWAY. MAY EVEN REQUIRE STRENTHENED CEAO FIRST, 

IN ORDER TO BE WILLING TO "MERGE" WITH POWERFUL NIGERIAN-DOMINATED 
WAEC. THUS, IF CEAO CAN BE USEFUL IN CONDUCTING DEVELOPMENTAL 
ACTIVITIES IN WEST AFRICA, DO NOT BELIEVE WE SHOULD HESISTATE TO 
ASSIST IT AT THIS TIME. 

SMITH 
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